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Responding to both well documented and 
emergent needs in education, Mulberry achieves 
its character goals for students, families and 
teachers through a Positive Discipline approach 
to education.  Developed for classrooms by Jane 
Nelsen, Positive Discipline is a program designed 
to teach young people (and their families) to 
become responsible, respectful and resourceful 
members of their communities; it teaches 
important social life skills in a manner that 
is deeply respectful and encouraging for both 
children and adults.  As stated in the Mulberry 
School Parent handbook:  “The goal for 
discipline at Mulberry is to maintain safety, to 
teach our children to make responsible choices, 
and to help all children feel respected and 
supported.”  Recently recognized as a National 
Demonstration School Level I for Positive 
Discipline in the classroom - one of only two 
officially acknowledged in the nation - Mulberry 
is transforming the educational environment of 
its students and their families.

~From Mulberry’s Application

Mulberry School is a a private preschool and elementary 
(Jr. Kindergarten-5th grade) school located in Los Gatos, 
in Santa Clara County.  The school’s mission is to 
“provide a safe and creative learning community where 
the development of the whole child and active parent 
participation are integral to the day-to-day education 
experience.”  

Head of School - Patti Wilczek
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“Mulberry is a safe place to make a 
mistake.” ~1st Grade Student



Highlights of Mulberry’s Character 
Education Initiative

	Social and Emotional Learning 
Curriculum - Serves as the fulcrum on 
which all other learning turns. 

	Professional Development  - Every 
aiding parent, teacher and staff member 
is trained in the Positive Discipline 
approach.

	Classroom Agreements - Created and 
signed by students at the start of the year, 
they serve as a list of shared expectations 
designed to promote safe and productive 
learning environments in each classroom.

	Student Council - The Council is viewed 
as a service activity; all students participate 
on a rotation basis.

“I think when I move on from Mulberry I 
will feel comfortable talking about problems I 
have with other people because of the Positive 
Discipline Mulberry provides.  The stuff the 
teachers teach us makes us feel stronger and 
feel that everybody including me has a voice.” 

~5th Grade Student

“Here at Mulberry I feel safe to say how I feel because I 
know that no one will make fun of me.  Class meetings 
help because people who aren’t involved in the conflict 
could give me and others help to solve the problem.  
You can disagree and they won’t feel bad.  Everyone 
listens to you at class meetings and everyone has an 
equal amount of respect.” ~5th Grade Student

“In class meetings we solve problems.  They 
(class meetings) help us get ideas to solve 
problems.” 

~1st Grade Student


